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Introduction 
 
It just keeps getting better and better!  The 6th Annual Tools for Life:  Secondary Transition and Technology Fair held 
March 1-2, at the Doubletree Riverside Hotel in Boise, was a full house of enthusiastic attendees including first-time 
students, returning students (including two chartered busloads of students from the northern and southern regions), 
YLF alumni, educators, professionals, agency representatives,  and many national, state, and regional vendors.  Atten-
dees were pumped and ready to learn after outstanding keynote addresses and luncheon speakers.  With former key-
note speakers, trainers, and vendors spreading the word nationally, our Tools for Life conference is attracting attention 
around the nation as a top transition and technology fair! 
 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
L ŀƳ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘΦέ 

Professional Attendee 

Keynotes 
 
Welcoming our audience and introducing our first day keynote speaker, Miss Idaho 2009, Kara 
Jackson, shared her love of Idaho, agriculture, and her own goal-setting journey with confer-
ence attendees.  Kara later joined the evening social and was a wonderful addition to the event. 

 

New to the Tools for Life conference was keynote speaker Sarah 
Vazquez from New Jersey.   Beautiful, tiny, tottering but poised on 
impossibly high heeled boots, voice shaky but confident, Sarah set 
the light-hearted but deep tone for the two-day conference for her 
massive audience of over 500 attendees.  Sarah mesmerized us 
with stories of growing up with cerebral palsy and her strongest 
ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜΣ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ  {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭŜǘ {ŀǊŀƘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƘŜǊ 
proud Puerto Rican culture, the importance of rice and beans, and 
that Sarah could do whatever she set her mind to do.  Sarah graduated from Rutgers Uni-
versity, is currently the Support Coordinator for Neighbours Inc., 
and is editing her first autobiography. 
 

At lunch, Sarah Vazquez facilitated the lunch panel of young 
adult self-advocates Oscar Carreno, LaNae Waddell, Randy War-
ren, Damen Jensen, and Emily Cryder.  The insights of these mo-

tivated, hard-working, goal-ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎΦ  Lǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
help but be noted that all of these self-advocates have experienced exceptional transition 
experiences through the all-too-few transition programs in our state, and the newly resusci-
tated Idaho Youth Leadership Forum. 
 

Day two morning keynote speaker, brought back by popular demand, was Michael Beers, co-
median, Montana Independent Living Center employee, and Montana Youth Leadership Fo-
rum staff.  Mike kept his audience in stitches but also shared his pride and knowledge of the 
disability rights movement.  All attendees left that general session with heads held high in 
pride with a personal invitation from Mike to join in that movement with him. 

 

     άLƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǘƻ 
     ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƘŜǊ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŀƭǎƻΦέ 

Parent Attendee 

1 

Miss Idaho, Kara Jackson with 

Ashley, a Tools attendee. 

Keynote Speaker, Sarah Vazquez 

(right) with Tools Fair Coordinator, 

Nora Jehn 

Tuesday Keynote Speaker and 

comedian, Michael Beers 



!ƭǎƻ ōŀŎƪ ōȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΩǎ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΣ Logan Olson and her 
mother, Laurie Olson.  Along with her ongoing rehabilitation from a traumatic brain in-
jury, Logan and Laurie produce Logan Magazine which features inspiring stories of 
young adults with disabilities, fashion, and technology tips.  Logan and Laurie challenge 
us all to think outside the box and to explore entrepreneurial opportunities. 

 
άL ƭƛƪŜŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
CŜƭǘ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΦέ 

Professional Attendee 
 

Breakout Sessions 

 
IƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ¢ƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  hǳǊ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ ƻƴ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
was hard to choose a session!  The following is a list of breakout sessions and presenters: 
 

Self Advocacy-Self Determination 
 I Am ς Sarah Vazquez 
 Demystifying the SSSA Disability Process ς Valerie Stephen-LeBoeuf 
 Is There a Leader Inside of You?  - Tracy Warren and YLF Alumni 
 My Life Story ς Mike Smith 
 Affirmative Life Planning ς Christa Ledbetter 
 Why Try? ς Lana Kirkham and Bird Derrick 
 Self-Advocacy/Self-Determination ς Michael Beers 
 ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǘ ¢ƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜΗ  bƻǿ ²ƘŀǘΚ ς Irene Jones and Beth Eloe-Reep 
 Self Advocacy Training:  What is a Guardianship and Do I Need One? 
 ςMary Jo Butler 
 ¢ƻƻƭǎ .ƻȄ ŦƻǊ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎΥ  Iƻǿ ǘƻ 5Ŝŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ²Ƙƻ {ŀȅ Ψ¸ƻǳ /ŀƴΩǘΩ 
 and Other Bullies ς Mel  Leviton 
 Person Centered Planning ς Trina Balanoff, Dawn Sauve, and Tracy Warren 
 ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ aƻǾƛƴƎ hƴΗ  ¢ƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ IŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ς Irene Jones and Tracy Warren 
 Healthy Relationships:  From Being Friends to Getting Married ς Jen and Larkin Seiler 
 Get Out of Your Head and Into Your Life:  Mindfulness for Stress ς Carol Pangburn, BSU Counseling 
  

Assistive Technology 
 Road to Greater Independence:  Revolutionizing of Assistive  
 Technology for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing - Steven Snow 
 AAC Show and Tell and More (amazing new technology including 
 eye gaze, iTouch, etc.) ς Kathy Griffin and Anne Kuhlmeier 
 Accessible Books and Textbooks ς Nora Jehn and Todd DeVries 
 New AT for Work and School ς Kathy Griffin 
 Assistive Technology Professionals Meeting ς Nora Jehn  
 Best Practices:  Universally Accessible Reading, Writing, and Study 
 Support with Kurzweil 3000 ς Richard Chance, Cambium Learning 
 Tools for Communication through Idaho Relay ς Russell Patterson 
 Tips for Maximizing Your AT Potential with WYNN Software ς Steve Boyle, Freedom Scientific 
 Bookshare and the Post-Secondary Student:  Making the Transition ς Cherie Miller, Bookshare  
 Assistive Technology, Higher Education and You:  What You Need to Know About AT in the Post Secondary 
 World ς Mike Gibson 
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One of many sessions focusing on the needs of 

transitioning students 

Session: AAC Show and Tell and More with Anne 

Kuhlmeier  and Kathy Griffin 

Guest lunch speaker Logan Olson (left) 
and her mother Laurie (right) 


