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A Program for Increasing the Availability of Quality Refurbished Computers 

in Special Education Classrooms in Rural School Districts 

We are pleased to announce the establishment of a new program designed to increase the 

availability of high-quality refurbished computers and assistive technology in special education 

classrooms in rural school districts. This program has been developed through a partnership 

between Computers for Kids, the Idaho State Department of Education, Special Education Team 

(ISDE), and the Idaho Assistive Technology Project (ATP).   

Computers for Kids, Inc. (CFK) is a non-profit 501(C)(3) organization formed in 2002 that 

receives donated computers from individuals and businesses, then refurbishes and licenses 

them for distribution to students for their home use. As a part of this program, each student and 

the needs for home use are considered and software programs are downloaded accordingly. 

Their mission is to offer Idaho students K to 21 the opportunity to access a variety of 

technological supports through their use of their own computer at home.  Recently, with support 

from the ISDE and the IATP, Computers for kids has expanded its mission to provide 

refurbished computers to special education classrooms in rural schools.   

The IATP is the federally funded state program funded under authority of the Assistive 

Technology Act of 1998 as amended.  The Idaho Assistive Technology Project (IATP) is a 

federally funded program administered by the Center on Disabilities and Human Development at 

the University of Idaho.  Our goal is to increase the availability of assistive technology devices 

and services for Idahoans with disabilities. The project provides a number of assistive 

technology services to Idahoans with disabilities of all ages and disability categories.   

Although, the school districts are responsible for providing special education services to their 

students with disabilities on Individual Education Programs (IEP) the ISDE supports these efforts 

with a variety of technical assistance opportunities.  

According to the Idaho Rural Education Task Force, Idaho’s Rural Education Initiative: A Report 

to the Idaho Legislature (January 2008), 

“Idaho’s rural schools have a favorable student-computer ratio compared to that of their urban 

peers, in large part thanks to the JA and Kathryn Albertson Foundation and the contributions it 

made to technology in Idaho’s schools.  While this financial support was responsible for 

supplying schools with much of the hardware and technology they have today, those funds were 

a one-time contribution, and this equipment is now aging. Idaho’s rural schools lack the means 

to hire adequate and qualified technology support staff to maintain and keep this equipment and 

connectivity up-to-date and operational.” 

http://www.idahocdhd.org/dnn/
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One of the recommendations of the Task Force was to “Close the technology gap between rural 

and urban schools”.  Even though these findings refer to the entire student population, there is 

anecdotal evidence the same issues exist in special education classroom in rural schools.  

Based on a survey conducted by the Idaho Assistive Technology Project in 2008, many special 

education teachers working in rural schools reported having aging computer technologies and a 

need for greater access to adaptive hardware and software in order to meet the needs of their 

students. 

In response to these needs, the IATP, in close collaboration with Computers for Kids and the 

ISDE, has established this program.  Below are policies by which this program will be governed.  

These policies describe which schools are eligible to receive computers, the distribution 

schedule describing when and how computers will be distributed to districts, the application 

process for receiving computers, the provisions of technical assistance and other information.      

Who is Eligible? 

The goal of the program is to increase the availability of refurbished computers in special 

education classrooms in rural school districts.  In order for a district to be eligible for these 

services, it must meet the definition of rural schools districts as established by the Idaho Rural 

Education Task Force and adopted into Idaho law. This definition is provided below: 

Idaho Definition of a Rural School District 

A school district shall be considered a rural school district if it meets one of the following two 

criteria: 
 

(a) There are fewer than twenty (20) enrolled students per square mile within the area 

encompassed by the school district's boundaries; or 

(b) The county in which a plurality of the school district's market value for assessment 

purposes is located contains less than twenty-five thousand (25,000) residents, based on 

the most recent decennial United States census. 

** A public charter school shall be considered a rural public charter school if the school 

district in which the public charter school is physically located meets the definition of a rural 

school district listed above.   

***Public charter schools that are also virtual schools shall be considered a rural public 

charter school if over fifty percent (50%) of its enrolled students reside within school districts 

that meet the definition of a rural school district listed above. 
 

(33-319. Rural School Districts and Public Charter Schools Defined.) 
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Fact Sheet One 

 

Type of Computer Equipment Available to Rural School Districts 

Computers for Kids will provide high-quality desktop computers to rural school districts for use in 

special education classrooms. Applications must be completed and processed through the 

Idaho Assistive Technology Project office in order to qualify for this program. Subject to 

periodic revisions, all refurbished computers are equipment with: 

 XP Professional 

Pentium 4 CPU 

 Hard Drive 40 gigs or more 

 Memory 512 

 17” monitor 

 DVD Player 

 101 Keyboard 

 Mouse 

 Sound Card 

 Floppy Disk drive 

 Tech Support for One Year  

 

Laptop computers will be available from time to time.  Districts should feel free to request laptop 

computers with the understanding they may not always be available.  Computer for Kids also 

provide an opportunity to purchase a variety of upgrades and enhancements.   

Computer Distribution Schedule 

Computers will be distributed to school districts at four locations outside of the Boise area:  

Idaho Falls/Pocatello, Twin Falls, Post Falls and Lewiston.  Schools within driving distance of 

Boise are required to pick-up their computers at the Computers for Kids office.  School districts 

planning to drive to Boise to pick-up their computers will need to make an appointment with 

Computer for Kids.  All pick-up dates are subject to change, so please be sure to confirm your 

date with the IATP.     

 

School districts are only eligible to receive refurbished computers every two years. School 

districts who are able to demonstrate a significant need to receive computers outside of the 

regularly schedule distribution date, should contact the IATP directly. Computer for Kids has a 

tremendous capacity to provide refurbished computers to school districts and may be able to 

respond to your request.  
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Fact Sheet Two 

 

Computer Pick-up Locations and Dates 

 

Locations      Date 

 

*Twin Falls     January 13, 2010 

 

 

 

 

*Lewiston      April 

 
 
 
 
*Idaho Falls/Pocatello   July 

 

 

 

 

*Post Falls     October    

 

 

 

 

Computer for Kids    Anytime by appointment 

8540 W Elisa St 

Boise, ID 83709-3614 

(208) 345-0346 

 

 

 

 

*Specific Locations and Dates to be Determined 
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Fact Sheet Three 

 

Twin Falls Distribution Site 
 

The following schedule outlines the month and year when school districts in the Twin Falls area 

can pick up computers. 

  

Year One     January 2010 

District Number          School District   County 
 

61     Blaine Co    Blaine 

121     Camas      Camas 

231     Gooding    Gooding 

233     Hagerman    Gooding 

234     Bliss     Gooding 

262     Valley     Jerome 

314     Dietrich    Lincoln 

316     Richfield    Lincoln 

382     Rockland    Power 

413      Filer     Twin Falls 

416     Three Creek    Twin Falls 

417     Castleford    Twin Falls 

465     North Valley Academy  Gooding 

 

Year Two     January 2011 

District Number         School District   County 
 

58     Aberdeen    Bingham 

151     Cassia     Cassia   

232     Wendell    Gooding 

261     Jerome    Jerome 

312     Shoshone    Lincoln  

331     Minidoka    Minidoka 

381     American Falls   Power 

383     Arbon     Power 

412      Buhl     Twin Falls 

414     Kimberly    Twin Falls 

415     Hansen    Twin Falls 

418     Murtaugh    Twin Falls 

462     Xavier Charter School   Twin Falls 
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Fact Sheet Four 

 

Lewiston Distribution Site 

 

The following schedule outlines the month and year when school districts in the Lewiston area 

can pick up computers 
 

Year One     April 2010 

 

District Number   School District   County 
 

243     Salmon River   Idaho 

282     Genesee    Latah 

285     Troy     Latah 

288     Whitepine    Latah 

302     Nezperce    Lewis  

305     Highland    Lewis 

342     Culdesac    Nez Perce 

  

 

 

Year Two     April 2011 
 

District Number   School District   County 
 

171      Orofino    Clearwater 

242     Cottonwood    Idaho  

244     Mountain View   Idaho 

283     Kendrick    Latah 

285     Potlatch    Latah 

304     Kamiah    Lewis 

341     Lapwai    Nez Perce 
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Fact Sheet Five 

 
Idaho Falls/Pocatello Distribution Site 

 

The following schedule outlines the month and year when school districts in the Idaho 

Falls/Pocatello area will pick up computers 

Year One     July 2010 

District Number   School District   County 

21 Marsh Valley Joint Bannock 
33 Bear Lake County Bear Lake 
52 Snake River Bingham 
55 Blackfoot Bingham 
59 Firth Bingham 
60 Shelley Joint Bingham 
92 Swan Valley Elementary Bonneville 
111 Butte County Butte 
148 Grace Joint Caribou 
149 North Gem Caribou 
150 Soda Springs Joint Caribou 
161 Clark County Clark 

460 Academy at the Roosevelt Center Bannock 
461 Taylor’s Crossing Charter School Bonneville 

 

Year Two     July 2011 

District Number   School District   County 

181 Challis Joint Custer 

182 Mackay Joint Custer 

201 Preston Joint Franklin 

202 West Side Joint Franklin 

215 Fremont County Joint Fremont 

251 Jefferson County Joint Jefferson 

252 Ririe Joint Jefferson 

253 West Jefferson Jefferson 

291 Salmon Lemhi 

292 South Lemhi Lemhi 

321 Madison Madison 

322 Sugar-Salem Joint Madison 

 
351 Oneida County Oneida 

401 Teton County Teton 

464 Whitepine Charter School Bonneville 



 

Refurbished Computers for Rural Special Education Programs 
 

P
ag

e8
 

Fact Sheet Six 

 

Post Falls Distribution Site 

 

The following schedule outlines the dates when school districts in the Post Falls area will pick up 

computers 

 

Year One     October 2010 

 

District Number   School District            County 
 

41 St. Maries Joint Benewah 

83 West Bonner County Bonner 

84 Lake Pend Oreille Bonner 

272 Lakeland Kootenai 

274 Kootenai Joint Kootenai 

 

 

Year Two     October 2011 

 

 District Number   School District            County 
 

44 Plummer / Worley Joint Benewah 

101 Boundary County Boundary 

391 Kellogg Shoshone 

392 Mullan Shoshone 

393 Wallace Shoshone 

394 Avery Shoshone 
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Fact Sheet Seven 
 

Boise Distribution Site 
 

School districts listed below qualify for year-round computer distribution. Contact Computers 

for Kids to schedule an appointment to pick up computers at the Computer for Kids 

warehouse located at: 

8540 West Elisa, Boise 

9AM-4PM Monday through Friday 

E-mail:  cfk@cfkidaho.com. 

Phone number:  208-345-0346 

 District #        School District             County 
 

11 Meadows Valley Adams 

13 Council Adams 

71 Garden Valley Boise 

72 Basin Boise 

73 Horseshoe Bend Boise 

133 Wilder Canyon 

135 Notus Canyon 

136 Melba Joint Canyon 

137 Parma Canyon 

191 Prairie Elementary Elmore 

192 Glenns Ferry Joint Elmore 

193 Mountain Home Elmore 

221 Emmett Independent Gem 

363 Marsing Joint Owyhee 

364 Pleasant Valley Elementary Owyhee 

365 Bruneau-Grand View Joint Owyhee 

370 Homedale Joint Owyhee 

371 Payette Joint Payette 

372 New Plymouth Payette 

373 Fruitland Payette 

421 McCall-Donnelly Joint Valley 

422 Cascade Valley 

431 Weiser Washington 

432 Cambridge Joint Washington 

433 Midvale Washington 

451 Victory Charter School Canyon 

mailto:cfk@cfkidaho.com
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Boise Distribution Site Conôt ï Fact Sheet Seven 

District #        School District             County 

452 Idaho Virtual Academy Ada 

453 Richard McKenna Charter HS Elmore 

454 Rolling Hills Charter School Ada 

455 Compass Charter School Ada 

456 Falcon Ridge Charter School Ada 

457 Inspire Virtual Charter School Ada 

458 Liberty Charter School Canyon 

459 Garden City Community  Ada 

463 Vision Charter School Canyon 

466 Isucceed Virtual Charter  Ada 
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Fact Sheet Eight 

 

School Districts NOT Meeting the Definition of άwuralέ ŦƻǊ  

Distribution Purposes* 
 

According to the definition of “Rural”, 15 school districts are NOT ELIGIBLE to receive 

refurbished computers in Idaho (does not include charter schools).   

These 15 school districts are: 

 

                              District #       School Districts 
 

1 Boise Independent 

2 Meridian Joint 

3 Kuna Joint 

25 Pocatello 

91 Idaho Falls 

93 Bonneville Joint 

131 Nampa 

132 Caldwell 

134 Middleton 

139 Vallivue 

271 Coeur d' Alene 

273 Post Falls 

281 Moscow 

340 Lewiston 

411 Twin Falls 

 

* A school district shall be considered a rural school district if it meets one of the following two 

criteria: There are fewer than twenty (20) enrolled students per square mile within the area 

encompassed by the school district's boundaries; or The county in which a plurality of the school 

district's market value for assessment purposes is located contains less than twenty-five 

thousand (25,000) residents, based on the most recent decennial United States census. 
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Application Process for Receiving Computers 

School districts are required to apply for computers through the IATP.  Computer for Kids should 

only be contacted directed if you need technical assistance related to the operation of your 

computer.  Otherwise, all questions about the application process should be directed to the 

IATP.  Applications can be downloaded from the IATP’s websites (idahoat.org) or you can call or 

email to request a hard copy of the application form. To receive a hard copy of the application 

form, call 1-800-IDA-TECH or drop us an email at sueh@uidaho.edu.  The IATP will screen all 

requests for refurbished computers and will work with Computers for Kids to coordinate all 

distribution events. 

Computers for Kids will need an exact count of the number of computers needed by each 

district. School districts are required to submit their applications specifying the number of 

computers being requested no later than 60 days before their particular distribution date.   

For instance, if your district’s distribution date is in January (Twin Falls), your application would 

be due on the first week of November of the previous year.  This allows Computers for Kids 

enough time to prepare for the next distribution. Specific dates will be determined each year and 

posted on our website (idahoat.org).  

Due Dates for Applications 

Distribution Locations and Dates   Due Date for Applications 

Twin Falls      January   First Friday in November (previous year) 

Lewiston       April    First Friday in February 

Idaho Falls      July    First Friday in May 

Post Falls      October   First Friday in August 

If requests outnumber the number of computers that Computers for Kids can provide, it may be 

necessary to honor some requests in the following year. School districts should be conservative 

when determining the numbers of computers to apply for.  This will ensure there are enough 

computers to meet the needs in all regions.  School districts should keep in mind these 

computers will be available through this program on an ongoing basis and that this is not just a 

one-time opportunity.  

This program is designed to serve students with disabilities.  Computers are not intended for use 

in the general education classroom or computer laboratories and other settings outside the 

special education classroom.  However, once the school districts have enough computers for 
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their special education classrooms, computers can be placed in general education classrooms 

or computer laboratories, as long as their use is related to the IEP goals of a specific special 

education eligible student.  Gifted and talented programs should apply for computers through the 

regular process followed by all school districts – but should not apply for computer through this 

program. 

Steps to Acquiring a Refurbished Computer 

1. School districts submit their application requests for refurbished computers at least 60 

days before their distribution date.  (see “Dues Dates for Applications” on the previous page) 

2. IATP screens the applications and assigns each request to a specific date and location 

for pick-up.  IATP will inform Computers for Kids and each school district about the dates and 

locations for distribution. 

3. On the designated date, school districts are responsible for picking up their computers. 

4. Schools are responsible for installing the computers in their special education classroom 

and ensuring they are in working order.  Computer for Kids provides one year of technical 

assistance.  To receive technical assistance call 1-208-345-0346.
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A Non-Profit Organization  

 

State School Application  - 2010 
    

Request for a refurbished Computer by a Public School  
thru Refurbished Computers for Rural Special Education  

 

**REFERRED BY THE IDAHO AT PROJECT** 

Authorized SIGNATURE_______________________ 

1. Complete this application and fax to 208-885-6145 or send by E-mail to sueh@uidaho.edu.   
Please call our office at 1-800-432-8324 to verify we have received your request.  

Name of Requestor: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Your Title: _____________________________________________________  SD# ___________________ 

Name of School or District: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ___________________________________________Zip Code_______________________________ 

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________Fax__________________________________ 

Number of desktop computers requesting: _____________ 

Do you want to connect to the internet?   (_)Yes    (_) No 

2. I understand:  
a. I will be contacted when my order is ready 
b. Every effort will be made to fulfill an order; occasionally some items are limited.  
c. I will be notified if CFK is not able fill my request in a timely manner 
d. I am required to provide a copy of my nonprofit verification upon pickup of order. 

Computer processing fee  (each computer) $65.00 

LCD Screens, if available $100.00 

Flash Drive $ 15.00 

Printer (color, if available) $ 60.00 

Wireless Card (if available) $ 40.00 

Educational Software (on website) $ 10.00 

Speakers, needed for software programs (if available) $ 10.00 

TOTAL: $ 

FUNDED THROUGH REFURBISHED COMPUTERS for RURAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS PROGRAM with THE 
IDAHO ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY PROJECT 

  
 

I declare the information I furnished here is true, and I acknowledge all items, 1 through 2a-d. 
 

Signed: _________________________________________________       Date:  _____________________ 
 

Print Name:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:sueh@uidaho.edu
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Funding and Other Supports 

 

The computers are being provided to school districts at no cost. The partnership of the 

IATP/ISDE/Computers for Kids will cover all fees and costs associated with processing the 

computers for distribution.  This includes any of the computer upgrades offered by Computer for 

Kids and needed by school districts.  When applying for computers, school districts should 

ensure it identifies any computer upgrades needed to operate the assistive technology it intends 

to use with students.   

 

School districts are responsible for ensuring the computers are placed in their special education 

classrooms. School districts are also responsible for ensuring the computers are usable by their 

students with disabilities. The IATP strongly encourages educators and other school staff to 

receive training on using the computers and any assistive technology purchased for students. 

Toward this end, the IATP offers a number of supports designed to help school districts use their 

computers effectively.  

 

Assistive Technology Assessments:  The IATP with support from the ISDE provides Assistive 

Technology Assessments for any school in need. The IATP maintains a network of certified 

Assistive Technology Practitioners across Idaho.  These individuals are trained to work with IEP 

Teams to evaluate a student’s need for assistive technology.  These assessment services are 

free to school districts.   

 

Lunch Time Series Assistive Technology Training:  The IATP offers “lunchtime series” 

training for educators related to a number of AT topics.  These trainings are provided by one of 

our ATPs at your school during the lunch hour.   

 

On-Line Training:  The project also offers a number of online training opportunities.  The project 

conducts webinar from time to time.  Also, visit the Idaho Training Clearinghouse/Assistive 

Technology Learning Community to view our archive of training webinars.  

(http://itcnew.idahotc.com) 

 

 Assistive Technology Expos:  The IATP conducts two regional AT Expos each year.  These 

two day events feature AT instruction provided by a number of in-state experts.  The training 

agenda typically features topics of interest to educators. 

 

Tools for Life Conference:  The IATP with support from the ISDE and other organizations 

conducts an annual conference focusing on secondary transition and assistive technology.   The 

conference features dozens of training sessions related to these topics.   

 

Technical Assistance:  Computers for Kids provides technical assistance to school districts 

who receive computers for one year after the distribution date.  To receive this assistance, call 1-

208-345-0346. 


